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. I The t ragedy  of Mechte rs ted t  i n  March of  1920 was a  touchstone f o r  ! I + 
/ t h e  s t a b i l i t y  of t h e  Weimar Republic .  Mobilized by t h e  government t o  I 
, defend t h e  Republic  a g a i n s t  Communist a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  wake of t h e  ! 
, 
Putsch,  a  temporary v o l u n t e e r  m i l i t a r y  u n i t  ( Z e i  t f  r e i w i l l i q e n -  
/ verband) made up c h i e f l y  of f r a t e r n i t y  s t u d e n t s  from Marburg a n  d e r  
Lahn s h o t  and k i l l e d  15 cap tured  workers i n  a n  "escape,attempt" near  t h e  
Thur ing ian  v i l l a g e  of Mechte rs ted t .  Although evidence l e f t  l i t t l e  
I 
doubt  about  t h e i r  g u i l t ,  t h e  members of t h e  Studentenkorps ( o r  " X o , "  
a s  con temporar ies  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  i t )  involved i n  t h e  s l a y i n g s  were 
exonerated f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  f i r s t  by a  m i l i t a r y  c o u r t  and then an 
a s s i z e  c o u r t .  Although u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  s i m i l a r  
k i n d s  of m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  Ruhr, t h e  B a l t i c .  Magdeburg, ~ Z r z b u r g  
I 
and ~ u n i c h ,  t h e  Thur ing ian  i n c i d e n t  gained p a r t i c u l a r  n o t o r i e t y  because 
of i t s  gruesome outcome. I t  exacerbated a n  a l r e a d y  v i o l e n t  s t r u g g l e  
over  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  and form of t h e  new s t a t e  and c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a  
I i I s h i f t  i n  t h e  c o n s t e l l a t i o n  of power t h a t  b e n e f i t e d  t h e  Republ ic ' s  I 
I 
I 
growing number of opponents.' I n  t h i s  sense ,  those  f r a t e r n i t y  s t u d e n t s *  
, a c t i o n s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a n  impor tan t  c h a p t e r  i n  t h e  "preh is to ry"  of Nazism, 
; and bo th  t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  Studentenkorps and i ts  c o n f l i c t - r i d d e n  
a f t e r m a t h  d e s e r v e  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n .  That  i s  t h e  t a s k  of t h i s  paper. 
I 
I--: 
I But f i r s t  i t  would be  worthwhile t o  review some prev ious  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  ? /' 
i of p a r a m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  Weimar Republic. I 
1 '  ** 3; - 1 I 
- 2 -  - 3 -  
Numerous h i s t o r i a n s  have at tempted t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  confus ing  a r r a y  ramifications f the war experience on young officers who were 
of p a r a m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  emerged i n  Germany i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  kt t racted to the FreikorpsP K;nnemann and Krusch.s study of 
a f t c r  World :Jar I .  Genera l ly ,  s c h o l a r s  have r e j e c t e d  Robert  
W a i t e l s  e x c e s s i v e l y  psycholog ica l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  which emphasized t h e  
c l a s s  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  Kapp Putsch  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  " d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n "  
of demobil ized war v e t e r a n s  and t h e i r  r e s u l t a n t  s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  t o  
( 
i e f f e c t s  of m i l i t a r y  d e f e a t  on " t h e  G e r m a n  mind" t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  fo rmat ion  ;,.mass psycholog~ca l~  appeals to explain the formation f paramilitary 
2 
of s p e c i a l  v o l u n t e e r  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  ( F r e i k o r p s ) .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e y  have b a t t a l i o n s . '  Although examples cou ld  be mu1 t i p l i e d ,  t h e  main p o i n t  . i 
devoted c o n s i d e r a b l e  t ime t o  s tudying  changes i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between (should be clear enoughr historians have continued to place the major 
! 
s t a t e  and s o c i e t y  i n  1919 and 1920 and l i n k i n g  t h o s e  changes w i t h  t h e  , emphasis on t h e  d i s l o c a t i n g  e f f e c t s  of m i l i t a r y  d e f e a t  t o  ana lyze  1 
ki 
3 
'm$bilization of p a r a m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  d i v i d e s  I p a r a m i l i t a r y  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  Weimar Republic .  
- i t h e  problem i n t o  two broad s t a g e s  which c a n  be  s i m p l i f i e d  i n  t h e  
, Because f r a t e r n i t y  s t u d e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  i n  t h e  
col lowing manner, F i r s t ,  t h e  Weimar s t a t e ' s  a t t empt  t o  s t a b i l i z e  i t s e l f  
t - 
' Nazi s t u d e n t  a f t e r  1926, t h e i r  p r i o r  exper ience  i n  p a r a m i l i t a r y  
, 2nd r e - e s t a b l i s h  "law and order"  a f t e r  January  of 1919 determined t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  is of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t .  But t h e  reasons  g iven  f o r  t h e i r  
appearance of p a r a m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  whose job was t o  defend t h e  ~ e p u b l i c  
involvement i n  t h e  Studentenkorps and o t h e r  s i m i l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
a g a i n s t  Bolshevism. Secondly, t h e  l e a d e r s  of those  new o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
a l s o  r e s t  on e s s e n t i a l l y  psycholog ica l  c a t e g o r i e s .  Michael Kater  
a t tempted t o  e x p l o i t  e v e n t s  t o  s h o r e  up t h e i r  own power p o s i t i o n  i n  i n o t e s  t h e  b ru i sed  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  of s t u d e n t  v e t e r a n s  a f t e r  World 4 
t h e  new o r d e r  of t h i n g s .  Although c o n s i d e r a b l e  disagreement  and con- 
f u s i o n  e x i s t e d  over  t h e  t h e  methods whereby t h e  l a t t e r  t a s k  could  be  
accomplished, i t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  agreed  t h a t  t h e  outcome of both s t a g e s  
was t h e  i l l - c o n c e i v e d  Kapp Putsch  i n  March of 1920.   his i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
o f f e r s  t h e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  advantage of p l a c i n g  t h e  emergence of p a r a m i l i t a r y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of broader  p o l i t i c a l  c o n f l i c t s .  However, 
War I who longed f o r  t h e  u n t r a n s l a t e a b l e  Volksqemeinschaft of t h e  
t r e n c h e s  and were w i l l i n g  t o  f i g h t  i n  t h e  F r e i k o r p s  t o  promote t h a t  
f 
i d e a l .  ~ i c h a e l  S t e i n b e r g  d e s c r i b e s  some impor tan t  f e a t u r e s  of s t u d e n t  ' 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  l i f e  and p o l i t i c a l  c o n f l i c t ,  b u t  under ly ing  h i s  
a n a l y s i s  were t h e  usua l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  "s tudent  d i s i l l u s i o n "  and 
7 
middle c l a s s  youths*  "anxie t ies . "  F i n a l l y ,  Anselm F a u s t 8 s  o therwise  
h i s t o r i a n s  employing t h i s  approach have no t  gone beyond t h e  
o u t s t a n d i n g  s t u d y  of t h e  Nazi s t u d e n t -  r e s t s  on t h e  argument 
o l d e r  t h e o r e t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  which psychologize s p e c i f i c  groups '  
t h a t  i d e a l i s t i c  s t u d e n t s 8  d e s i r e  t o  renew t h e  Volksqemeinschaft d i s -  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p a r a m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  For i n s t a n c e ,  liagen Schulze ' s  
covered d u r i n g  t h e  war was t h e  "motive powers1 (Ant r icb)  f o r  s t u d e n t s e  r 
d e t a i l e d  s tudy  of t h e  F r e i k o r p s  emphasizes t h e  deep psycholog ica l  
a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  postwar years.' Desp i te  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
I trauma of t h e  war and i ts  a f t e r m a t h  a s  a  springboard f o r  t h e i r  a n a l y s e s .  1 
I , t h e s e  s t u d i e s  have made, t h e i r  a u t h o r s  c o n t i n u e  t o  f o c u s  on t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  
Lz- ' .- 
I ,% 
The d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  and trauma a r i s i n g  from Germans' war dominated s t u d e n t s e  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  concerns a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  
exper iences  cannot  be ignored.  The m i l i t a r y  d e f e a t  was a  h i s t o r i c a l  They were t h e  most i n c l u s i v e  of s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  with t h e i r  




i t  was a l s o  a  d i f f u s e  and i n d i r e c t  f a c t o r  with regard t o  s p e c i f i c  which o f t e n  inc luded  d u e l l i n g  b u t  always demanded consuming l a r g e  
I 
a c t i o n s  and t h e i r  outcomes. Thus i t  i s  necessary  t o  i d e n t i f y  o t h e r  amounts of beer .  They were e l i t i s t ,  n a t i o n a l i s t ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e  and, , . 1 
i n t e r v e n i n g  v a r i a b l e s  whose impact was more immediate i n  t h e i r  ' w i t h  vary ing  d e g r e e s  of e x p l i c i t n e s s ,  a n t i - s e m i t i c  i n  thought and a c t i o n .  
I I 
p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t .  I n  t h e  fo l lowing  d i s c u s s i o n ,  I hope I Moreover, they  were t h e  p r i n c i p l e  organized s t u d e n t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  I 
I 
of s t u d e n t s '  s t a t e d  i n t e r e s t s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  l i f e  and c o n c r e t e  power j q u a s i - o f f i c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  Arranged below I 
t o  demonstrate  t h a t  t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  Studentenkorps and t h e  
s 
c o n f l i c t s  surrounding its a c t i o n s  c a n  be  explained through an a n a l y s i s  
p o s i t i o n  i n  1920.~ I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a l though  t h e  problem of Harburg ' t h e s e  imposing o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were a  s e r i e s  of p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  s c h o l a r l y ,  
f r a t e r n i t y  s t u d e n t s '  subsequent  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  Nazi p a r t y  j r.l igious and a t h l e t i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  v a r i e d  i n  s i z e ,  i n c l u s i v e n e s s  
u n i v e r s i t y  f e s t i v a l s  and process ions ,  and t h e i r  v iv id ly-co lored  
c a p s  and s a s h e s  o f t e n  gave them t h e  appearance of being s t u d e n t s '  
cannot  be e x p l i c i t l y  addressed  here ,  I w i l l  i d e n t i f y  some of t h e  major 'and t h e  degree  t o  which they  i m i t a t e d  t h e  forms and p r a c t i c e s  of t h e  I 
f e a t u r e s  t h a t  would l a t e r  f a c i l i t a t e  Nazi m o b i l i z a t i o n  a s  they  
appeared i n  m ' s  s h o r t  h i s t o r y .  
o l d e r ,  f  r a t e r n i  ties.'' Roughly 41 5 o u t  of every  1,000 s t u d e n t s  who 
a t t e n d e d  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  Marburg i n  t h e  summer semester  of 1914 
belonged t o  one kind of s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  a n o t h e r ,  a  p ropor t ion  I 
t h a t  was probably s l i g h t l y  h igher  than  t h a t  f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  Reich 
I 
Because of t h e  subs ' t an t ia l  s o c i a l  freedom ( B u r s c h e n f r e i h e i t )  11 a s  a  whole. Undoubtedly, however, s t u d e n t s  were t h e  most h i g h l y  1 
I 
guaranteed s t u d e n t s  by t h e  German u n i v e r s i t y  system and t h e  absence of organized s i n g l e  s o c i a l  group i n  ~ a r b u r g . ' ~  
un ivers i ty -sponsored  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  programs, s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
The m a j o r i t y  of Marburg's s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  had gone t o  war i n  
l i f e  prospered.  I n  Marburg, where t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  gained a  r e p u t a t i o n  
1914. Almost 1500. o r  68.8 D e r  c e n t  of t h e  t o t a l  e n r o l l e d  s t u d e n t s . '  - - 
a s  a  ~ o m m e r u n i v e r s i t ~ t  due t o  its s c e n i c ,  small-town and medieval 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  World War I i n  t h e  w i n t e r  semes te r  of  1915/1916. On 
s e t t i n g ,  s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  impor tan t .  Atop 
t h e  b a s i s  of my e s t i m a t e s ,  a  good d e a l  more than ha l f  of t h e s e  were 
t h e  network of s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were perched t h e  major f r a t e r n i t i e s  
f r a t e r n i t y  members. Blank pages f i l l  t h e  f o l d e r s  c o n t a i n i n g  f r a t e r n i t y  
(Corps,  Landsmannschaf t en ,  Burschenschaften and Turnerschaf ten)  who 
membership lists from t h e  y e a r s . o f  t h e  war. I n  some c a s e s ,  e n t i r e  
houses were vacated,  l e a v i n g  behind o n l y  housemasters  and t h r e e  o r  
f o u r  f r a t e r n i t y  o f f i c e r s .  A number of houses were converted f o r  use  a s  I should a l s o  be opened."15Some of t h e  main f e a t u r e s  of t h i s  approach . , 
approximately 580 s t u d e n t s  from Marburg f e l l  i n  ba t t l e . ' )  
, Democrats' a c t i o n s .  Relying on both new p a r a m i l i t a r y  and "se l f -defensem 
S t u d e n t s  re tu rned  t o  Marburg t o  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  Rathaus I >: f 1 u n i t s  and a n  a r r a y  of p r e - e x i s t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
. had been occupied by t h e  Workerso and s o l d i e r s o  Counci l  i n  t h e  n i g h t  . . 
4 >.' I t o  s t a b i l i z e  t h e  s t a t e  and r e j e c t i n g  more r a d i c a l  imgulses  from t h e  1(2S spanning t h e  1 0 t h  and 1 1 t h  of November, 1918. A machine gun s tood i n  I 1 L e f t  t o  r e s t r u c t u r e  German s o c i e t y ,  ~ o c i a ' ~ .  Democratic l e a d e r s  turned :.r 
t h e  f o u n t a i n  overlooking t h e  marketplace,  and a  small  red f l a g  1 t o  t h e  ~ i g h t .  S t u d e n t s  were among t h e  main groups t o  whom t h e  appea l  I 
m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l s .  For t h e  most p a r t ,  f r a t e r n i t y  b u s i n e s s  was com- 
p l e t e l y  postponed o r  s e v e r e l y  c u r t a i l e d .  Even t h e  popular  d u e l s  were 
. . 
f1" t te red  from t h e  Rathaus s t e e p l e .  c o n s i s t i n g  of members from a  
, t o  defend t h e  Republic  was d i r e c t e d 8  P r u s s i a n  M i n i s t e r  of C u l t u r e  , 
included l i b e r a l i z i n g  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  g r a n t i n g  
I 
I 
number of d i f f e r e n t  groups,  t h e  Counc i l  was wholly d e d i c a t e d  t o  
Haenisch and Reich Army M i n i s t e r  Noske o f f e r e d  t o  suspend u n i v e r s i t y  
" p r o h i b i t i n g  bloodshed" and p r e s e r v i n g  "peace and order"  i n  s p i t e  of  I 
. . 1 c l a s s e s  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  s t u d e n t s *  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  temporary vo lun teer  I 
I 
twenty-year-olds t h e  v o t e  and e s t a b l i s h i n g  s t u d e n t  self-government 
d i scont inued ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  days of t h e  war. The "shocking 
on t h e  b a s i s  of p r o p o r t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  However, t h e  rush of I 
fact"  of t h i s  ex tens ive  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  war e f f o r t  was t h a t  I , e v e n t s  a f t e r  January  .of 1919 imparted a  new urgency t o  S o c i a l  
i ts o s t e n s i b l y  ttireaten'ing paraphernalia.14 Large-scale  s t r u c t u r a l  / m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  February of 1 9 1 9 . ~ ~  
changes were no t  t o  be cons idered .  S t i l l ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of power 
I I 
S t u d e n t s  i n  Marburg had a l r e a d y  voiced t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  
i n  Marburg and t h e  Reich had been temporar i ly  a l t e r e d ,  and s t u d e n t s  
t a k e  p a r t  i n  p a r a m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n s .  The enthusiasm with which 
must have found t h e  c o n t r a s t  wi th  t h e  wilhelmine per iod  alarming 1 
s t u d e n t s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h e  t a s k  could be  seen  i n  f r a t e r n i t y  n e w s l e t t e r s ,  
enough. 1 
, p o s t e r s  and i n  p u b l i c  d i s c u s s i o n s .  Fiowever, i t  i s  impor tan t  t o  n o t e  1 
The i n i t i a l  t h r u s t  of S o c i a l  Democrats' p o l i c i e s  v i s  4 v i s  I t h a t  t h i s  was no t  j u s t  a n  emotional  ou tpour ing  of na t iona l i sm.  Ra ther ,  , 
s t u d e n t s  was t o  promote democra t iza t ion  a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  whi le  
i t  was a  combinat ion of emotion and c a l c u l a t i n g ,  i n t e r e s t - o r i e n t e d  
s imul taneous ly  encouraging s t u d e n t s '  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i o n  t h a t  r a n  throughout  s t u d e n t s 1  responses.  T h i s  was apparen t  kn 
l i f e  of t h e  new Republic .  Already on November 9, 1918 t h e  P r u s s i a n  
t h e  proc lamat ions  t h a t  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  two s t u d e n t  assembl ies  i n  1 9 1 9  1 
government i s sued  a  d e c r e e  which stated: "Since t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o r d e r  
I n  January  of 1919 Marburg* s s t u d e n t  government, domina l e d  by f r a t e r n i t y /  
of our  time should be based on t h e  reasonable  coopera t ion  of a l l  1 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  reso lved  t o  o f f e r  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  thd new s t a t e  i n  t h e  
Germans, o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s t u d e n t s '  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p u b l i c  l i f e  I 
s t r u g g l e  f o r  Ruhe und Ordnunq i f  t h e  government a l s o  added a s s u r a n c e s  ' 
1 ,  8 ,  
t h a t  c l a s s e s  would be c l o s e d  u n t i l  February of  1920 and s t a t e  
examination d a t e s  would he postponed; o therwise ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  noted,  
I v o l u n t e e r s  f o r  p a r a m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  would be disadvantaged i n  com- 
p a r i s o n  with t h o s e  who chose  not t o  perform t h e i r  " p a t r i o t i c "  d u t y .  
The v a l i d i t y  of t h i s  c l a i m  was recognized i n  o f f i c i a l  c i r c l e s  when, 
one month l a t e r ,  t h e  c a l l  t o  arms was l inked  t o  a  suspension of 
c l a s s e s .  L a t e r  t h a t  summer, ano ther  s t u d e n t  assembly r e i t e r a t e d  
t h e  s t a n c e  by o f f e r i n g  t o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  "Bolshevism and anarchy" 
i f  "all G e r m a n  ~ i n i v e r s i t i e s  lwouldl b e  closed immediately and the 1 
a s s u r a n c e  o f  rcncwed s t u d y  Icouldl b e  quaranteed."17 T h u s ,  t h e  w a v e  o f  
na t iona l i sm which both t h e  Republ ic ' s  opponents and a l l i e s  sought  t o  
e x p l o i t  i n  1919 and 1920 was h a r d l y  independent of  s p e c i f i c  
$ 
groups '  c o n c r e t e  i n t e r e s t s - - n o t  even t h o s e  of s t u d e n t s ,  t h e  most 
p a t r i o t i c  of any group i n  German s o c i e t y .  
I 
Although t h e  reasons  f o r  t h e  success  of s t u d e n t s '  m o b i l i z a t i o n  
c+ 
.C. rn - . th i s  per iod  must a w a i t  a  f u l l e r  d i s c u s s i o n  u n t i l  l a t e r ,  i t  should be ,I 
noted t h a t  o t h e r  g e n e r a l  f e a t u r e s  of s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  l i f e ,  
more o r  l e s s  unconnected e i t h e r  t o  s t u d e n t s 1  p a t r i o t i c  l e a n i n g s  o r  
t h e i r  c o n c r e t e  i n t e r e s t s ,  were f i n a l l y  more impor tan t  i n  f a c i l i t a t i n g  
such a c t i o n s .  T h i s  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  of t h e  f r a t e r n i t i e s  who 
commande3 c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  i n  1919 and 1920. Table  1 i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  of a c t i v e  f r a t e r n i t y  members i n  t h e  t o t a l  popula t ion  
i n c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  summer semester  of 1919 and w i n t e r  semes te r  of 1919/20. 
t h e  per iod  b e f o r e  t h e  Kapp Putsch .  I t  is t r u e  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  number 
of a c t i v e  f r a t e r n i t y  members d e c l i n e d ;  bu t  t h e i r  r i s i n g  s h a r e  of t h e  
& + a -  
td , ta l i  popula t ion  meant t h a t  they were a t  l e a s t  remaining s t a b l e  i n  I 
e a r i s o n  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  popula t ion  a s  a  whole dur ing  a  t i m e i n  which 
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T h i s  is p a r t  of t h e  reason f o r  Marburg's c o l o r - c a r r y i n g  f r a t e r n i t i e s '  
a b i l i t i e s  t o  rebuf f  t h e  Workers' and S o l d i e r s '  Counc i l ' s  demands t o  
fo rego  wearing t h e  b r i g h t  c a p s  and s a s h e s  t h a t  'had become symbolic t h e  new Ausschuss with one member of Winqolf, one Corps s t u d e n t ,  
I 
of r e a c t i o n  and t h e  o l d  regime and t o  c o n t i n u e  s t a g i n g  d u e l s  i n  t h e  one " f r e e  s t u d e n t , "  one member of t h e  independent "Academic Associat ion" 
1 9  
f a c e  of t h e  c o u n c i l ' s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  such t r a d i t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s .  
1 
and two women s t u d e n t s  a s  its r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  Once o o n s t i t u t e d ,  
Above a l l ,  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p r o p o r t i o n  of f r a t e r n i t y  membership showed 
I t h e  Ausschuss p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  peace-keeping miss ions ,  n i g h t  p a t r o l s  
t h a t  t h e  f r a t e r n i t i e s  were i n  t h e  b e s t  p o s i t i o n  t o  weather t h e  economic and housing referral services for  returning war veterans!O Students 
I 
I 
s t o m s  of e a r l y  Weimar and t o  o r g a n i z e  a n  e f f e c t i v e  response t o  t h e  c a l l  had achieved a  modicum of coopera t ion  then, b u t  o n l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  of  I 
t o  arms before  t h e  march t o  Thur ing ia .  t h e  Counc i l ' s  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  That is p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  because 
Of course ,  none of  t h i s  guaranteed t h a t  such a  response  could 
i t  was once a g a i n  o u t s i d e  i n t e r v e n t i o n - - t h i s  time i n  t h e  form of  I 
be organized.  Indeed,  c o n f l i c t  and compet i t ion  between f r a t e r n i t i e s  and 1 t h e  agen ts  of t h e  s t a t e - - ~ h i c h  prompted t h e  q u i c k  and d e c i s i v e  formation 
n o n - f r a t e r n i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and among t h e  v a r i o u s  f r a t e r n i t i e s t h e m ~ e l ~ e ~  of the Studenten)torps. I 
4 were  c o n s t a n l q  of s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  l i f e  i n  Marburg. I 
hindered s t u d e n t s '  a b i l i t y  t o  a c t  c o l l e c t i v e l y  and r e i n f o r c e d  
f a r - r e a c h i n g  demarcat ion between d i f f e r e n t  organized groups w i t h i n  
accord ing  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o r p o r a t e  g u i d e l i n e s  t h a t  ensured t h e i r  own ! German workers throughout  t h e  Reich s taged  a  comprehensive g e n e r a l  
major i ty .  While t h e r e  is no d e t a i l e d  account  of t h e  shape of  e v e n t s  ' s t r i k e  t h a t  c r i p p l e d  t h e  Kapp reg ime ' s  chances f o r  s u r v i v a l .  The 
i 
I 
i n  t h e  l a s t  two months of 1918, ~ i n c ~ o l f ' s  emester  r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e d  s t r i k e  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  e f f e c t i v e  i n  B e r l i n  where r e s i d e n t s  were l e f t  
I 
I 
t h e  outcome of t h e  d i s p u t e .  The Counci l  in te rvened  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  wi thout  water ,  l i g h t s ,  g a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and garbage removal s e r v i c e s .  I 
By March 17. Kapp had res igned .  21 
, the  s t u d e n t  popula t ion  w e  have a l r e a d y  mentioned. Although s t u d e n t s  
shared a  concern f o r  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e i r  responses  t o  t h e  new s t a t e ,  
t h e  c o n f l i c t  over  means appeared i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  days  of t h e  Republic. 
For example, t h e  workers* and Soldiers '  Counci l  i n   burg had provided 
one s e a t  f o r  a  s t u d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  and s t u d e n t s  were t o  decidehow 
On March 1 3 .  1920. t h e  Ehrhardt  Briqade. whose d i s s o l u t i o n  
appeared imminent a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  reduc t ion  i n  s i z e  of t h e  army i I 
and F r e i k o r p s  fo rmat ions  s t i p u l a t e d  i n  t h e  V e r s a i l l e s  Trea ty ,  marched 
i n t o  B e r l i n  and s e n t  t h e  u n c e r t a i n  o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  new Republic packing 
t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  t h e  Counci l  was t o  be  s t r u c t u r e d .  Some I t o  Dresden. - wolfgang Kapp, a  bureaucra t  and former member of  a  number 
f r a t e r n i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Winqolf. c a l l e d  f o r  a  S t u d e n t ' s  Committee ' of n a t i o n a l i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  assumed t h e  r o l e  of Reichskanzlee. i 
(Studentenausschuss)  t h a t  would f u n c t i o n  a s  t h e  l i a s o n  between t h e  Momentarily, it appeared t h a t  t h e  c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n  was v i c t o r i o u s .  
1 
Council  and s t u d e n t s  and be  e l e c t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  of un iversa l  s u f f r a g e .  However, bo th  t h e  t a c t i c a l  planning and p o l i t i c a l  suppor t  f o r  such a  
v e n t u r e  wer.e l ack ing ,  and it became c l e a r  t h a t  Kapp was incapable  of Although t h e  spokcsmonof c o l o r - c a r r y i n g  f r a t e r n i t i e s  were w i l l i n g  t o  
I 
a c c e p t  t h e  idea of a  Committee, t h e y  p r e f e r r e d  t h a t  i t  be organized c a r r y i n g  o u t  h i s  i l l - t i m e d  t a s k .  More impor tan t  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  1 
L e f t i s t  m o b i l i z a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  Kapp Putsch  could  not  be 
- 
defend t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a r e  c a l l e d  upon t o  
jo in  r n  secur ing  peace and o r d e r .  Anyone who 
c a n  handle a  weapon and who i s  w i l l i n g  t o  
s imply h a l t e d  a f t e r  t h e  removal of t h e  ant i -Republican regime. I p u t  a s i d e  p e t t y  s t r i f e ,  h a s  a  d u t y  t o  s e r v e  
t h e  Fa ther land .  I n  t h e  hour of need we must 
Workers* p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t r i k e  had been t ransformed 1 look above our  narrow concerns  and s e e  t h e  
whole p i c t u r e ;  [we must1 p u t  a s i d e  our  persona l  
i n  some c a s e s  i n t o  a n  a t tempt  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  shape of t h e  Republic  , i n t e r e s t s  and s t r i v e  f o r  common goa ls .23  
once aga in .  According t o  Arthur  Rosenberg, Gerrpany f e l l  i n t o  f i v e  
i An e x t r a  e d i t i o n  of t h e  l o c a l  newspaper publ ished on t h e  same day s e p a r a t e  p o l i t i c a l  r e g i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  Kapp days. F i r s t ,  i n  t h e  l a n d s  r e p o r t e d  a n  immediate response.  " A s  a  consequence of t o d a y ' s  
east of t h e  Elbe, Kappes s u p p o r t e r s  g e n e r a l l y  r e t a i n e d  t h e  upper 
lannouncement," t h e  a r t i c l e  read,  "numerous v o l u n t e e r s ,  most of them 
hand. Secondly, i n  Baden, w a r t e m b e r g  and Hesse and up around t h e  , 
s tudents .  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  l o c a l  b a t t a l i o n .  They a r e  being read ied  
North S e a , t h e  s u p p o r t e r s  of t h e  Republic  h e l d  sway. S u c c e s s f u l  
, f o r  s e r v i ~ e . ' ~ ~ ~ i t h i n  2 4  hours  of t h e  c a l l  t o  arms, more than  800 
workersm s t r i k e s  and Communist a g i t a t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  t h i r d  I s t u d e n t s  had tu rned  o u t  t o  go t o  ~ h u r i n g i a . ~ ~  
r e g i o n  i n  t h e  Rhineland and Wes t fa l ia .  Meanwhile, Bavarians upheld , 
Why was t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  s o  rap id?  For  one th ing ,  t h e  nucleus 
t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  a s  p e r p e t u a l  excep t ions  whi le  t h e  f i f t h  reg ion ,  t h e  
of t h e  Studentenkorps had e x i s t e d  f o r  q u i t e  some time. One account  
a r e a s  g e n e r a l l y  d e s c r i b e d  a s  Mi t te ldeu tsch land ,  were c r i s s c r o s s e d  I , r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  company o r i g i n a t e d  dur ing  t h e  autumn of 1919. 
v i t h  c o n f l i c t s  between pro-liapp p u t s c h i s t s ,  d e f e n d e r s  of  t h e  
i Another r e p o r t e r  mentioned t h a t  some of -0's members had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Republic  and Communist r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  Where t h e  s i t u a a i o o  was t h e  Korporat ionsausschuss,  a n  ad hoc f r a t e r n i t y  c o o r d i n a t i n g  committee 
unc lear ,  S o c i a l  Democrats i n  B e r l i n  dec ided  t o  c a l l  a g a i n  upon I 
, s e t  up i n  t h e  e a r l y  postwar days  under t h e  command of a n  o f f i c e r  from 
r ight-wing v o l u n t e e r  m i l i t a r y  t r o o p s  t o  r e p r e s s  t h e   eft? 
t h e  l o c a l  ~ g q e r b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  a l s o  undertook s t r e e t  p a t r o l s  i n  Marburg. 
Marburg's s t u d e n t s  were q u i c k l y  drawn i n t o  t h e  c o n t e s t e d  
Although t h e r e  i s  no d i r e c t  evidence of t h e i r  membership i n  w, 
f i f t h  region.  Numerous c a l l s  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  m i l i t a r y  
I a  number of f r a t e r n i t y  members from Marburg had a l r e a d y  fought  i n  w- 
b a t t a l i o n s  appeared i n  t h e  l o c a l  newspapers. One of them, i s sued  I u n i t s  i n  Magdeburg and t h e  B a l t i c  i n  1919. Above a l l ,  t h e  
i n  Harburg on March 19 and s igned  by t h e  D i s t r i c t  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  
s t u d e n t s  who tu rned  o u t  t o  v o l u n t e e r  f o r  t h e  Studentenkorps were 
read1 
' . c h e i f l y  demobil ized army ~ e t e r a n s ? ~  Thus, t h e  speed wi th  which 
"The Fa ther land  i s  i n  s e r i o u s  danger .  I n  
Thur ing ia ,  chaos  r e i g n s .  Armed, marauding t h e  Studentenkorps was assembled c a n  be explarned e r t h e r  by s t u d e n t s '  
bands march through t h e  count rys ide .  Immediate 
"'help is t h e r e f o r e  needed, The t r o o p s  i n  Mar- ongoing a f f i l i a t i o n  wi th  t h e  c o r p s  o r  by o t h e r s '  f a m i l i a r i t y  with i ts  
f f burg i n c l u d i n g  any v o l u n t e e r s  w i l l  soon be 
. t r a n s p o r t e d  I t o  T h u r l n g l d  1 . form i n  terms of  p r i o r  m i l i t a r y  exper ience  o r  p a r t l c i p a t ~ o n  r n  
A l l  a u t h o r i t i e s  and a l l  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  t h a t  
p a r a m i l i t a r y - l i k e  p a t r o l s  i n  Marburg i n  t h e  e a r l y  postwar days.  
) 
I / a '\ t 
1 
The i n t e r n a l  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  Studentenkorps revea led  even 
more about  its na ture .  I ts  companies were d iv ided  accord ing  t o  
t o  each members' o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a f f i l i a t i o n .  The f i r s t  company con- 
s i s t e d  s o l e l y  of members from t h e  Corps and included 40 s t u d e n t s  from 
Teutonia,  50 from %o-Nassovia and 40 more from o t h e r  Corps. The 
second company was made up of members from t h e  Burschenschaften 
whose l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  was Arminia with 6 0  members. A 
t h i r d  company included t h e  L a n d s m a n n s c h a f t e n ,  a  f o u r t h  t h e  Turner- 
s c l i a f t e n ,  a  f i f t h  Winqolf and t h e  c a t h o l i c  f r a t e r n i t i e s  and s o  on. 
"Non-incorporated" s t u d e n t s  were h u s t l e d  i n t o  t h e  s i x t h  company 
and a  fewdays a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  m o b i l i z a t i o n ,  y e t  a n o t h e r  company 
made up of " r e p u b l i c a n  elements" wi thout  f r a t e r n i t y  connec t ions  was 
2 7 
mobil ized i n  t h e  form of t h e  Volkskompaqnie. The c o n c i s e  s t r u c t u r e  and 
c l e a r  demarcat ion of s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  from each o t h e r  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  
 strong and d i r e c t  founda t ions  t h e  Studentenkorps possessed i n  l o c a l  
-9 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  l i f e .  Of course ,  t h a t  f a c t  would a l s o  enhance t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  p r e - e x i s t i n g  d i v i s i o n s  and c o n e l i c t s  w i t h i n  
' .o rgan iza t iona l  l i f e  would be  t r a n s f e r r e d  i n t o  t h e  S t u d e n t c n k o r p s .  
I 
company, t h e  l a t t e r ' s  members r e a c t e d  with b i t t e r n e s s .  The new I 
a d d i t i o n  was l e d  by D r .  Hermelink, a  Marburg theology p r o f e s s o r  and 
I 
a member of t h e  l e f t - l i b e r a l  E. Although t h e  Marburg county c o u n c i l  1 
,doubted t h a t  many workers p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  new c o r p s ,  i t  is c l e a r  
! 
t h a t  i t s  s e n t i m e n t s  were "republican."  Its members posted p l a c a r d s  1 
and banners  read ing  "Hoch l e b e  d i e  Republik" on t r o o p  t r a n s p o r t  
t r a i n s .  The l e a d e r s  of t h e  Studentenkorps charged t h a t  such o u t r i g h t  i 
' s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  Republic  d i s q u a l i f i e d  t h e  new company f o r  a c t i o n  i n  
t h e  f i e l d ;  i n  t h e  eyes  of t h e  commander of t h e  second v o l u n t e e r  com- 
pany, t h e  Peopleo . s  Company was " m i l i t a r i l y  ~ n u s e a b l e . " ~ '  Thus t h e  
s t r o n g e s t  s u p p o r t e r s  of t h e  Republic  i n  t h e  p a r a m i l i t a r y  u n i t  t h a t  
l e f t  f o r  Thur ing ia  was o s t r a c i z e d  f o r  a l l e y i n n c e s .  
i 
I 
Persona l  a c c o u n t s  oE =o's a c t i o n s  r e f l e c t  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  of 
h igh  t e n s i o n  and ennui t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  shoot ing  of 15 unarmed 
I workers i n  Thur ing ia .  A f t e r  days  of i n a c t i o n ,  a  company of 6 0  s t u d e n t s  
was .ordered t o  s e i z e  " S p a r t a c i s t s "  who had been denounced by in formants  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Bad Thal .  The s t u d e n t s  possessed .a  list of 40 persons 
who were a l l e g e d  t o  have demanded t h e  disarming of a  middle c l a s s  s e l f -  
I d e f e n s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  f a v o r  of b u i l d i n g  a  workers* d e f e n s e  u n i t  ( A r b e i t  
' The u n i t e s  p o l i t i c s  were h a r d l y  ambiguous. Von Selchow, t h e  erwehr)  . When it  was found t h a t  t h e  a t t e m p t  had f a i l e d  and t h a t  weapons l- 
commander of B o ,  had s a i d :  " I f  I c a n  r i d  our  count ry  of Bolshevism s e i z e d  f o r  t h e  under tak ing  had been r e t u r n e d ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  still chose  15 
I by shoot ing  100  S p a r t a c i s t s .  t h e n  I w i l l  have them ~ h o t . " ~ ' ~ v e n  though p r i s o n e r s  who were t o  be t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  S a t t e l s t e d t .  On t h e  morning of 
I t h e  Studentenkorps was mobil ized t o  s t a b i l i z e  t h e  s t a t e ,  it d i d  n o t  - March 25,  however, on a  s t r e t c h  of road l e s s  than 3 k i l o m e t e r s  long, a l l  
I t o l e r a t e  " republ ican  elements" w i t h i n  its ranks .  When a "People ' s  1 15  of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  were s h o t  i n  a n  "escape a t t e m p t  The al ignment  of 
Companp(.volkskompaqnie) t h a t  appealed t o  bo th  workers and s t u d e n t s ;  f o r c e s  and t h e  c o n f i g u r p t i o n  of c o n f l i c t  t h a t  occurred i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  I 
was organized i n  Marburg a f t e r  ~ t u k b ' s  d e p a r t u r e  and a r e a c h e d  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  of t h e  s l a y i n g s  w i l l  t e l l  u s  a  l o t  about  t h e  s i g t ~ i f i c a n c e  of what i 
happened on t h a t  s h o r t  s t r e t c h  of road. ! 
- 16  - .  
Marburg was t e n s e  i n  t h e  days immediately preceding t h e  Kapp 
Putsch no twi ths tand ing  l o c a l  newspapers' e x c e s s i v e l y  sanguine 
a p p r a i s a l  of t h e  calmness with which Marburgers r e a c t e d  t o  p o l i t i c a l  
tu rmoi l .  "Democrats and workers" i n  Marburg had a l r e a d y  p u b l i c l y  
c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  f r a t e r n i t i e s *  "doubtful"  suppor t  'of t h e  Weimar 
Republic ,and t h a t  a t t i t u d e  was o n l y  s t reng thened  when Ludendorf f  
voiced h i s  nat ionwide appea l  t o  s t u d e n t s  t o  jo in  t h e  f o r c e s  defending 
t h e  Kapp'putsch. Sympathizers  of t h e  ~ e p u b l i c  from Marburg's 
working c l a s s e s ,  whi te  c o l l a r  workers and c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  had s taged  
a  p r o t e s t  s t r i k e  and demons t ra t ion  a g a i n s t  t h e  Kapp under tak ing  on 
16  March. The demonstrat ion brought o u t  300 t o  400 p a r t i c i p a n t s  
who demanded t h a t  t h e  f r a t e r n i t i e s  be disarmed.  Rumors spread  t h a t  
some of t h e  demons t ra tors  would s t o m  t h e  f r a t e r n i t y  houses. The 
s i t u a t i o n  q u i e t e d  somewhat when =o l e f t  f o r  Thur ing ia ,  b u t  when 
3 1 news of t h e  s h o o t i n g s  reached Marburg, m a t t e r s  became t e n s e  aga in .  
Although ev idence  is s p o t t y  f o r  a  d e t a i l e d  account ing  of t h e  
p a t t e r n  of c o n f l i c t  i n  Marburg i n  t h e  next  months, t h e r e  is enough 
t o  p rov ide  a n  adequate p i c t u r e  of even ts .  I t  is c l e a r  t h a t  Marburg's 
working c l a s s e s  were i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f t h e  o p p o s i t i o n .  I n  e a r l y  
A p r i l ,  t r a d e  union o f f i c i a l s  met t o  d i s c u s s  r e c e n t  even ts .  They 
d r a f t e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  i n  which they  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  r u t h l e s s  removal 
of a l l  " t r a i t o r s  and r e a c t i o n a r i e s w  i n  t h e  Reich a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and 
army who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  o r  t o l e r a t e d  t h e  Putsch .  They urged t h e  
n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  Deutscher Gewerkschaftsbund t o  use  a l l  i ts 
power t o  work i n  t h e  same d i r e c t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  they  c a l l e d  upon 
t h e  government t o  disband a l l  s t u d e n t  v o l u n t e e r  u n i t s  immediately.32 
S i m i l a r  r e s o l u t i o n s  from throughout  t h e  Reich reached B e r l i n .  Only one 
. f i n a l l y  met: on 1 4  A p r i l  t h e  P r u s s i a n  government fo rbade  s t u d e n t s '  
f u r t h e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  v o l u n t e e r  u n i t s . 3 3  
I I More r a d i c a l  v o i c e s  were a l s o  heard. .  The K r e i s r a t  I 
I 
1 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a  USPD assembly on A p r i l  8 f e a t u r e d  a  d e t a i l e d  d i s -  
c u s s i o n  of t h e  Thur ing ian  even ts .  A speaker  from F r a n k f u r t  saw 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  spark  i n  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  and 
' p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  Germans would soon have t o  d e c i d e  whether they would 
t u r n  t o  t h e  l e f t  o r  t h e  r i g h t  f o r  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  of c o n f l i c t .  
! 
Moreover, Communist " a g i t a t o r s "  from t h e  Ruhr a r e a  and s t u d e n t  
r a d i c a l s  from a n  u n i d e n t i f i e d  s o c i a l i s t  s t u d e n t  group were a l s o  
I 
3 4 
I i r e p o r t e d  t o  have been l u r k i n g  i n  Marburg. I 
L a t e r  t h a t  month, c o n c r e t e  charges  formulated by " l o c a l  t r a d e  
: 
I I union o r g a n i z a t i o n s  along w i t h  thousands of members from t h e  p a r t i e s  
I 
1 of t h e  working people  a g a i n s t  s t u d e n t s  and pprofelsors" appeared i n  
1 a  l o c a l  newspaper. The c h a r g e s  addressed t h e  i s s u e s  of s t u d e n t s *  a c t i o n s '  
before t h e  Kapp Putsch  and i n  Thur ing ia .  According t o  t h e  r e p o r t ,  
f r a t e r n i t i e s  had s t o r e d  weapons i n  t h e i r  houses, a t tempted t o  g e t  
l o c a l  p r i n t i n g  shops t o  p r i n t  p r o - ~ a p p ( n o t i c e s  and had u t i l i z e d  
/I-. 
u n i v e r s i t y  c l a s s e s  t o  read t h e  n o t i c e s  t o  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s .  L i s t s  of 1 
l o c a l  DDP, SPD and USPD f i g u r e s  had been compiled, t h e  c h a r g e s  I I 
; continued,  t h a t  would be  used t o  round up p o t e n t i a l  opponents 
of t h e  Kapp regime. Jews had been re fused  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  Studenten-  , 
I 
lcorps and s u p p o r t e r s  of t h e  Republic  i n  t h e  Volkskompaqnie had been 
I f o r c e d  t o  remove t h e i r  pro-Weimar p l a c a r d s  from t r o o p  t r a n s p o r t  
t r a i n s .  F r a t e r n i t y  s t u d e n t s  were charged with murder i n  t h e  c a s e ' o f  I 
was 
t h e  Thur ing ian  s h o o t i n g s  and with r e t u r n i n g  t o  Narburg i n  a  "provaca t ive  
I 
manner" a f te rwards .  F i n a l l y ,  unnamed u n i v e r s i t y  p r o f e s s o r s  were I 
c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  polemicizing a g a i n s t  t h e  Republic and a c t i n g  i n  a  I 
3 5 
" c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  way." 1 
Putsch ,  t h e  w r i t e r  complained, it was s t u d e n t s '  l i v e s  t h a t  were i n  
4 0  1 
danger .  Even t h e  Rektor  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  p u b l i c l y  defenddd Marburg's .i 
I 
The charges  were s e r i o u s  enough, bu t  t h e  mere f a c t  t h a t  working 1 The p r o t e s t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  v e r d i c t  and its p o l i t i c a l  impl ica t ions  
J 
c l a s s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s tood behind t h e  c a t a l o g u e  of a c c u s a t i o n s  was 'were weak and i n e f f e c t i v e  i n  Marburg. For one t h i n g ,  working c l a s s  
'even more u p s e t t i n g  t o  some members of t h e  l o c a l  populace. Local  
e l i t e s  i n  c i t y  government, t h e  p r e s s  and a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  had 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were now s e v e r e l y  s p l i t .  Reichstag e l e c t i o n s  i n  e a r l y  June 
had l e f t  t h e  S o c i a l  Democrats with o n l y  7.9 p e r  c e n t  of t h e  t o t a l  
i 
taken g r e a t  p r i d e  i n  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  l a c k  of c o n f l i c t  i n  
Marburg dur ing  t h e  tumult  of t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  of t h e  ~ e p u b l i c  and t h e  
c l a s s  c o n f l i c t  t h a t  now appeared t o  be  mounting was cons idered  
c a t a s t r o p h i c .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  i t  was D r .  ~ e r m e l i n k ,  t h e  l e a d e r  of 
, 
t h e  Volkskompaqnie, who f e l t  ob l iged  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  c h a r g e s  and t r y  
v o t e  compared t o  21.5 p e r  c e n t  i n  t h e  Republic 's  f i r s t  Reichstag 
e l e c t i o n s  i n  January  of 1919. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  Independent 
\ s o c i a l  Democrats had i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  s h a r e  of t h e  t o t a l  v o t e  t o  10.9 I 
per  c e n t ,  a  jump of 8.3 per  c e n t .  The t i n y  Communist p a r t y  had managed I 
I 
0.4 p e r  c e n t  of t h e  ~ o t e . ~ ~ r h u s ,  wt~a t  p r o t e s t s  were heard were on ly  I 
t o  muff le  antagonisms. Hermelink d i d  n o t  e x p l i c i t l y  r e f u t e  t h e  l o o s e l y  coord ina ted .  Communists met on J u l y  5 t o  p r o t e s t  Noske's 
I 
I 
charges )  i n s t e a d  he  counseled reason,  understanding and a n  end t o  t h e  p o l i c y  of r e l y i n g  on F r e i k o r p s  u n i t s  and c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  outcome of t h e  
I 
r e g r e t t a b l e  c o n f l i c t  t h a t  had developed between workers and f r a t e r n i t y  l t r i a l  a g a i n s t  Stu)co. S o c i a l  Democrats i s sued  a  demand on j u l y  7 t h a t  I 
I 
s t u d e n t s .  Behind t h e  " g l i t t e r i n g  facades" of t h e  f r a t e r n i t y  houses,  / t h e  D i s t r i c t , M i l i t a r y  O f f i c e r  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  m o b i l i z a t i o n  
I 1 
HermelinJc wrote, s t u d e n t s  were having t h e i r  own problems. A r e c o n c i l i a t i o n b e  removed by t h e  ~ e i c h  government. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  they formulated a  I 
I 
between s t u d e n t s  and workers was impera t ive .  I n  t h e  months t o  come, c l e a r l y  d e f e n s i v e  s ta tement  i n  which they  demanded t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  
Hermelink was t o  r e i t e r a t e  h i s  c a l l  f o r  coopera t ion  i n  a  s e r i e s  of 
speeches and lectures:G But i t  was f i n a l l y  no t  t h e  counse l  of reason 
t h a t  s e t t l e d  t h e  i s s u e .  
S tudents '  d e f e n d e r s  gained a  s i g n i f i c a n t  v i c t o r y  i n  t h e  
c o n f l i c t  by mid-June. A M i l i t a r y  Cour t  convened i n  Marburg on 
t a k e  s p e c i a l  c a r e  t o  p rov ide  "guaran tees  f o r  t h e  l i f e  and s e c u r i t y  of  
(Marburg's1 working c l a s s e s  and t h e  R e p ~ b l i c . " ~ ~ ~ u b s e ~ u e n t  e v e n t s  would 
show t h a t  t h i s  d e f e n s i v e  p o s t u r e  was no t  o n l y  a  r e f l e c t i o n  of workers'  
i n t e r n a l  d i s u n i t y - b u t  a l s o  a  response t o  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  s o l i d a r i t y  of  
s t u d e n t s '  sponsors  and a l l i e s .  
June 1 5  found a l l  14 dependents  i n  t h e  c a s e  no t  g u i l t y .  The c o u r t  The v e r d i c t  prompted a  more v igorous  d e f e n s e  of U o ' s  a c t i o n s  
r u l e d  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  had a c t e d  a s  s o l d i e r s  and t h a t ,  because of , o n  t h e  p a r t  of both s t u d e n t s  and t h e i r  s u p p o r t e r s .  D r .  Hermelink had 
t h e  defendents"  c o n s i d e r a b l e m i l i t a r y  exper ience ,  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  t aken  h i s  appea l  f o r  reason  b e f o r e  t h e  assembled members of t h e  
I 
could  h a r d l y  have been unprovoked. The numerous rumors and accusa t ions  
t h a t  had surrounded t h e  a f f a i r ,  t h e  c o u r t  c laimed,  had been a i r e d  and 
found t o  be f a l s e . 3 7  
theology f a c u l t y .  members of s t u d e n t  government and p a r t i c i p a n t s  of 
t h e  Studentenkorps o n J u l y  7 . A day l a t e r  a  l e t t e r  from "from t h e  
s t u d e n t s '  s i d e "  appeared i n  a  l o c a l  newspaper and scof fed  a t  S o c i a l  
Democratso concerns  f o r  t h e i r  members' s a f e t y .  I n  t h e  days  of t h e  Kapp 
Studentenkorps.  Noting t h a t  t h e  v e r d i c t  had s t i l l  not  q u i e t e d  I 
c r i t i c s '  vo ices ,  t h e  Rektor i s sued  a  s ta tement  i n  which he  defended 
s t u d e n t s '  a c t i o n s  a s  m i l i t a r i l y n e c e s s a r y  and thanked them f o r  t h e i r  ! 
defense  of t h e  f a t h e r l a n d 1  "We a r e  indebted  t o  our  s t u d e n t s  f o r t h e i r  
response t o  t h e  government's c a l i  i n  i ts  t i m e ' o f  need."41 
Even b e f o r e  t h e  t r i a l ,  t h e  Thur ing ian  i n c i d e n t  had caused a n  
I 
I 
I uproar .  The l i b e r a l  and l e f t - w i n g  p r e s s  had s i n g l e d  o u t  Marburg's . I 
s t u d e n t s  a s  symbols of what could be expected from Germany's I 
r e a c t i o n a r y  academic community. The i s s u e  was debated i n  t h e  Reichs- 
t a g  a s  Communists and S o c i a l  Democrats l e v e l l e d  v o c i f e r o u s  c r i t i c i s m s  
both a t  Marburg's s t u d e n t s  and s t u d e n t s  throughout  t h e  Reich. The 
high p o i n t  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  d e b a t e  came when t h e  M i n i s t e r  of C u l t u r e  
Konrad Haenisch a t t a c k e d  t h e  Studentenkorps i n  a n  i n t e r v i e w  with t h e  
8-Uhr Abendblat t  i n  B e r l i n .  He c a l l e d  t h e  a c t i o n  a  "cowardly 
a s s a s s i n a t i o n "  .of workers by t h e  "Marburg rogues.' 4 2 
'. Haenisch managed t o  u n i t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from a number of 
s t u d e n t  groups with h i s  a t t a c k .  A F r e i s t u d e n t  and a  Jewish s t u d e n t  i n  
Marburg c a l l e d  f o r  a  g e n e r a l  s t u d e n t  assembly i n  which Haenisch ' s  
" t reason"  was c h i 2 c t e r i z e d  a s  a  c r i t i c i s m  of a l l  s t u d e n t s ,  not  j u s t  
t h o s e  who were f r a t e r n i t y  members. I n s t e a d  of defending s t u d e n t s  a g a i n s t  
a t t a c k s  from o u t s i d e ,  t h e  assembly maintained,  t h e  C u l t u r e  M i n i s t e r  had 
i n s u l t e d  a l l  German u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s .  The assembly9s  d e c l a r a t i o n  
was widely c i r c u l a t e d  among s t u d e n t  governments throughout  t h e  Reich 
and p r i n t e d  i n  c o u n t l e s s  s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s q  magazines and news- 
l e t t e r s . 4 3  
Although t h e  r e a c t i o n  t o  Haenisch's remarks appeared t o  have I 
included a n  a r r a y  of s t u d e n t  groups,  i t  was still t h e  f r a t e r n i t i e s  
I 
I 
t h a t  were i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  a f te rmath  
of t h e  C u l t u r e  M i n i s t e r ' s  in te rv iew.  When l e f t  wing o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
t h a t  one f r a t e r n i t y  observer  descr ibed  a s  "Communists" met on Marburg's 
market square  t o  p r o t e s t  s t u d e n t s *  c r i t i c i s m  of H e c n i s ~ h ,  they  Were 
conf ron ted  by members of s e v e r a l  f r a t e r n i t i e s .  While t h e  one group 
of demons t ra tors  sang t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  t h e  o t h e r  countered 
wi th  Deutschland i b e r  A l l e s .  A f i g h t  ensued and both s i d e s  s u s t a i n e d  
I 
i n j u r i e s .  A member of t h e  Corps Teutonia was repor ted  t o  have been i 
stabbed.  Although connec t ions  t o  t h i s  v i o l e n c e  a r e  unc lear ,  we 
a l s o  know t h a t  members of  t h e  f r a t e r n i t y  alumni a s s o c i a t i o n s  who were 
i n  town f o r  t h e  annua l  S t i f t u n q s f e s t  supported t h e  f r a t e r n i t i e s  i n  a  
j o i n t  p r o t e s t  d e c l a r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  Haenisch. L a t e r  t h a t  evening,  
Hasso-Nassovia planned a  parade  and beer  p a r t y  a s  p a r t  of i t s  - 
s t i f t u n g s f e s t .  When p o l i c e  "asked" t h e  f r a t e r n i t y  t o  a b s t a i n  from i 
t h e  use  of music, l i g h t s  and f l a g s ,  they  were simply re fused .  Alarmed 
by t h e  rumors t h a t  " S p a r t a c i s t d '  hadconverged on Marburg t o  break up ! ' 
t h e  f r a t e r n i t y ' s  beer  p a r t y ,  more t h a n  100 s t u d e n t s  from o t h e r  
I 
I 
f r a t e r n i t i e s  joined t h e  parade,  they  sang p a t r i o t i c  songs, drank beer  
and s e n t . o u t  c a l l s  t o  y e t  o t h e r  "enemy" f r a t e r n i t i e s  t o  j o i n  them. I 
No s i g n s  of c h a l 1 e n g . e ~  from le f t -wing  groups were mentioned. I n - t h e  
words of one gushing f r a t e r n i t y  r e p o r t e r ,  i t  was "a powerful d i s p l a y  
4 4 
of s o l i d a r i t y  of Marburg's s t u d e n t s . "  . i 
- 2 2  - 
The e v e n t s  of t h e  fol lowing months proved t h a t  t h e  f r a t e r n i t i e s  
?a 
could cont inue  t o  count  on t h e  suppor t  of impor tan t  a l l i e s  t o  back 
up t h e i r  show of f o r c e .  A t  a  t o r c h  l i g h t  parade i n  August given by 
s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e  outgoing u n i v e r s i t y  Rektor D r .  Busch, f r a t e r n i t y  
spokesmen used t h e  occas ion  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  R e k t o r e s  p a s t  support  
f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  who had fought  i n  Thur ing ia .  D r .  Busch responded 
by thanking t h e  f r a t e r n i t i e s  f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  f a t h e r l a n d .  
S?me months l a t e r ,  t h e  incoming Rektor  D r .  Hoffmann cont inued  a  
m i l a r  l i n e .  Hoffmann p r a i s e d  s t u d e n t s '  p a r t i o t i s m  and. t y p i c a l l y ,  
g r e t t e d  t h e  " a l i e n a t i o n "  t h a t  had now developed between workers and 
t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  new Republic .  Of course ,  t h e  most p u b l i c i z e d  
suppor t  s t u d e n t s  rece ived  came from a n  a s s i z e  c o u r t ' s  r u l i n g  i n  Kassel  
\: in December, 1 9 2 0  i n  which t h e  m i l i t a r y  c o u r t ' s  v e r d i c t  of t h e  
Studentenkorps members' a c t i o n s  was upheld. 
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Now even Haenisch, t h e  most v o c i f e r o u s  c r i t i c  of s t u d e n t s '  
a c t i o n s  among high placed Reich o f f i c i a l s ,  chose  t o  back t rack .  I n  
a  h i g h l y  p u b l i c i z e d  speech i n  ~ i i n s t e r ,  t h e  C u l t u r e  M i n i s t e r  a t tempted 
t o  s t r i k e  a  n o t e  of r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  t h a t  was extended t o  a l l  u n i v e r s i t y  
s t u d e n t s .  When a  n a t i o n a l  conference  of s t u d e n t  government 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  ~ 6 t t i n g e n  p e r s i s t e d  i n  i ts  c r i t i c i s m s  of Haenisch ' s  
p a s t  a t t a c k s  on Marburg's s t u d e n t s .  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f f e r e d  a  f u l l  
apology. "I t a k e  I m y  1 s t a t e m e n t s  back" he s a i d  b l u n t l y .  The apology 
appeared soon a f t e r w a r d s  i n  c o u n t l e s s  f r a t e r n i t y  n e w s l e t t e r s  and 
g e n e r a l  s t u d e n t  Although some newspapers and 
S o c i a l  Democratic and Communist Re ichs tag  d e l e g a t e s  r e i t e r a t e d  t h e i r  
c r i t i c i s m s  a f t e r  t h e  Kassel  v e r d i c t ,  Haenisch 's  r e t r e a t  appeared t o  
have s e a l e d  t h e  i s s u e .  
I )  
on t h e i r  a c t i o n s .  Because of t h e  s t a b l e  membership of Marburg1s 
f r a t e r n i t i e s  and t h e .  c o n s i d e r a b l e  m i l i t a r y  exper ience  f r a t e r n i t y  
I s t u d e n t s  had acqui red  e i t h e r  i n  m i l i t a r y  ' s e r v i c e  o r  i n  temporary 
v o l u n t e e r  u n i t s ,  t h e , m o b i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  Studentenkorps was r a p i d .  
The Studentenkorps d i d  n o t  mersly f a d e  away i n  e i t h e r  c o n c r e t e  o r  
symbolic terms.  Although s t u d e n t s '  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  vo lun teer  m i l i t a r y  
u n i t s  was forb idden ,  evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  Studentenkorps cont inued,  
t o  l e a d  a  hazy e x i s t e n c e  a s  a  " l o o s e  committee of f r a t e r n i t i e s "  t h a t  
c a r r i e d  on c h i e f l y  a t h l e t i c  a c t i v i t i e s  u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  l a t e  1928. One 
of i t s  l e a d e r s  r e t a i n e d  c o n t a c t s  t o  o t h e r  r ight-wing groups and 
u e  such a s  t h e  Junqdeutscher  -n, t h e  Deutschna t iona le r  Juqendbund 
I and Stahlhelm. Moreover, r ight-wing s t u d e n t s  throughout  Germany 
recognized t h e  e n t i r e  i n c i d e n t  a s  a  symbol f o r  war v e t e r a n s '  u n s e l f i s h  
4 7 p a t r i o t i s m  i n  s e r v i c e  t o  a n  u n g r a t e f u l  and weak-willed government. 
,I 
Most impor tan t ,  however, was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  W ' s  a c t i o n s  and t h e i r  
r e s u l t s  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d  t h e  i n t e r p l a y  of s t a t e  and s o c i e t y  dur ing  t h e  
Weimar Republic  a n d , t h e r e f o r e , t h e  subsequent  success  of t h e  Nazi p a r t y .  
To e x p l a i n  i t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h i s  regard ,  we must summarize 
I 
,, t h e  rise and f a l l  of t h e  Studentenkorps w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of Nazism's 
, " p r e h i s t o r y . "  
When S o c i a l  Democrats a t tempted t o  mobi l ize  German s o c i e t y  
t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  o r d e r ,  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  were drawn i n t o  temporary 
I v o l u n t e e r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .  A f t e r  t h e  Kapp Putsch  t h e  government 
1 a s s u r e d  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  such  s e r v i c e  would no t  endanger t h e  l a t t e r ' s  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  and t h a t  t h e  s u r v i v a l  of t h e  count ry  depended 
'However, t h e  c o n t e x t  i n  which t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  took p l a c e  and t h e  
a c t i o n s  of W ' s  members brought s t u d e n t s  i n t o  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  
working c l a s s e s  and t h e i r  pro-Republican a l l i e s .  I n  Marburg, workers 
had a l r e a d y  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  f r a t e r n i t i e s ;  b u t  t h e  bloody execu t ion  i n  
~ h u r i n g i a  o n l y  exacerbated antagonisms. The c o n f l i c t  became a 
permanent f e a t u r e  of t h e  fo l lowing  y e a r s  and t h e  Nazi p a r t y  was 
l 
one of numerous o r g a n i z a t i o n s  whose appea l  r e s t e d  i n  p a r t  on t h e  
promise t o  e r a d i c a t e  c o n f l i c t  and r e s t o r e  t h e  o r d e r  t h e  S o c i a l  Democrats 
had been unable  t o  ach ieve .  
An a l t e r n a t i v e  s o l u t i o n  might have been found i n  pro-Republican 
a u t h o r i t i e s ' p u r p o s i v e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and s t u d e n t  
f r a t e r n i t i e s .  However, t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n s t e l l a t i o n  of power i n  
I I I 
I 
, Furthermore, Konrad Haenisch brought  down t h e  f u l l  weight of a Reich 
I 
m i n i s t r y  upon s t u d e n t s  wi th  h i s  v e r b a l  a t t a c k s .  However, t h e  p o t e n t i a l  
I 
e f f e c t s  of such a c t i o n s  were b lun ted .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  alumni 
a s s o c i a t i o n s  and, most obviously,  t h e  c o u r t s  s h e l t e r e d  u n i v e r s i t y  
s t u d e n t s  and thereby  lowered.. r e p r e s s i o n .  Because of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
f r a t e r n i t i e s  made up t h e ' c h i e f  organized f o r c e  among u n i v e r s i t y  
I 
s t u d e n t s  and were a l s o  t h e  main powerholders i n  s t u d e n t  governments 
u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1930s, t h e y  b e n e f i t e d  most d i r e c t l y .  However, o t h e r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o u t s i d e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f r a t e r n i t y  s t r u c t u r e s ' a l s o  
1 
took  advantage of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  For members of t h e  Nazi s t u d e n t  
I u, t h e  lower l e v e l  of r e p r e s s i o n  a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  meant g r e a t e r  
/ . and abandoned a p r o j e c t  t o  b u i l d  a workerss d e f e n s e  u n i t .  I n  t h e  I 
1 chances t o  o r g a n i z e  and mobil ize.  That freedom was u t i l i z e d t o  such 
I af te rmath ,  s t u d e n t s  were conf ron ted  wi th  a s e r i e s  of r e p r e s s i v e  a c t i o n s .  
I Germany i n  1920 and t h e r e a f t e r  would n o t  have al lowed such a c t i o n  
I '7 , i thout  a f a r - r e a c h i n g  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of  society--a  s o l u t i o n  t h e  
4 
S o c i a l  Democrats r e j e c t e d  from t h e  s t a r t .  Thus, a p a t t e r n  of r e p r e s s i o n  
t h a t  worked t o  t h e  advantage  of t h e  Righ t  i n  g e n e r a l  was maintained.  
The government banned u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s *  f u r t h e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
I 
a degree  t h a t  Nazi s t u d e n t s  e x e r c i s e d  unprecedented i n f l u e n c e  i n  
s t u d e n t  governments throughout  t h e  Reich by t h e  summer of 1931, wel l  , 
b e f o r e  scheming c o n s e r v a t i v e s 1  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  H i t l e r  i n  1933. I t  is 
i t a r y  u n i t s  whi le  t r a d e  unions,  S o c i a l  Democrats, 
and o t h e r  s u p p o r t e r s  of t h e  Republic  k e p t  up a n  uneven I 
k i s t e n t  b a r r a g e  of criticisms i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  par l i ament  and s t r e e t s .  
, h a r d l y  c o i n c i d e n t a l  t h a t  t h e  Nazi p a r t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h i s  e a r l y  st?ong- The Thur ing ian  i n c i d e n t  r e f l e c t e d  t h i s  p a t t e r n  and s t reng thened  I 
hold w i t h i n  one of t h e  most h i g h l y  organized and s imul taneous ly  l e a s t  
i t .  I n  a n  a c t  t h a t  was s imul taneous ly  b r u t a l  and h i g h l y  symbolic, 
1 r e p r e s s e d  s e c t o r s  of German s o c i e t y .  
i 
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